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The Christmas story is a story of the power of all that is small, 
beautiful, simple, surprising, and utterly human. The birth of God-
among-us reminds us of the power of faith, kindness, compassion 
and love in the face of all the destructive powers of the human 
heart. Christmas renews within our hearts the dreams, passion 
and hope for a world where life is enhanced for the whole 
community of life. The following reflection by Howard Zinn 
explores what it means to be hopeful about our small 
contributions towards God’s transformative dream for the whole 
of creation. 

...it’s clear that the struggle for justice should never be abandoned 
because of the apparent overwhelming power of those who have the 
guns and the money and who seem invincible in their determination to 
hold on to it. That apparent power has, again and again, proved 
vulnerable to human qualities less measurable than bombs and dollars: 
moral fervor, determination, unity, organization, sacrifice, wit, 
ingenuity, courage, patience  ̶  whether by blacks in Alabama and South 
Africa, peasants in El Salvador, Nicaragua and Vietnam, or workers and 
intellectuals in Poland, Hungary and the Soviet Union itself… 

Revolutionary change does not come as one cataclysmic moment 
(beware of such moments!) but as an endless succession of surprises, 
moving zigzag toward a more decent society. We don’t have to engage 
in grand, heroic actions to participate in the process of change. Small 
acts, when multiplied by millions of people, can transform the world… 
We need hope. 

An optimist isn’t necessarily a blithe, slightly sappy whistler in the dark 
of our time. To be hopeful in bad times is not just foolishly romantic. It 
is based on the fact that human history is a history not only of cruelty 
but also of compassion, sacrifice, courage, kindness. What we choose to 
emphasize in this complex history will determine our lives. If we see 
only the worst, it destroys our capacity to do something. If we 
remember those times and places   ̶ and there are so many  ̶  where 
people have behaved magnificently, this gives us the energy to act, and 
at least the possibility of sending this spinning top of a world in a 
different direction. And if we do act, in however small a way, we don’t 
have to wait for some grand utopian future. The future is an infinite 
succession of presents, and to live now as we think human beings 
should live, in defiance of all that is bad around us, is itself a marvelous 
victory. 

Extract from The Optimism of Uncertainty 
Howard Zinn, 6 November 2004 

… in partnership with others for global justice 
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BEING PEOPLE OF HOPE 

Mary Southard 

The incarnation does not mean that 
God saves us from the pains of this 
life. It means that God-is-with-us. For 
the Christian, just as for everyone 
else, there will be cold, lonely 
seasons, seasons of sickness, seasons 
of frustration, and a season within 
which we will die. Christmas does not 
give us a ladder to climb out of the 
human condition. It gives us a drill 
that lets us burrow into the heart of 
everything that is and, there, find it 
shimmering with divinity. 

Avery Dulles 

 
May each of you be blessed 
with peace, wisdom and joy 

this Christmas 
and throughout the coming year. 

Fatima and Marlette 



 

Lantern Flame 

It was her zeal for the salvation of souls, and her consciousness of 
the dangers which await the death bed of aged poverty that 
prompted her at this period, to erect an Almshouse near her 
Convent, where poor old women may spin out their last thread, and 
be assisted, when quitting this world. For this purpose, she took a 
house which she furnished, and sunk a sum of 200 pounds for their 
future comfort and support. Since her death, this Institution has 
been regularly kept up; and is placed under the superintendence of 
this Community, who are bound to administer every spiritual help, 
and to afford all the bodily comforts in their power, to its indigent 
and miserable inmates. 

Presentation Annals 
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WARM GIFTS FOR WINTER 
Glen Forest School is a very poor school in Harare, Zimbabwe. It was 
started by local farmers’ wives before the evacuation of white farmers 
and now it is run by friends who have formed a trust with the help of 
various well-wishers giving produce and organisations giving funds. It 

struggles to make ends meet. The pupils are from the neighbouring mines, resettlement areas and farms as well as 
from squatters’ areas. Many are orphans being brought up by grandparents or with one parent who is struggling to 
make ends meet. School fees are US$50 a term but even this amount is not fully paid by the children due to their 
poverty. There is no Government aid.  

The school caters for secondary children from age 13 upwards. It also 
conducts classes in sewing for local women and various activities for the 
people from the area such as garment making, bricklaying, bicycle 
repairing and maintenance. The main aim of the school through its 
activities is to reduce poverty, offer education for life and promote a 
friendly and collaborative environment, helping the pupils to realise 
their own potential and develop their talents in a self-reliant manner.  

There is an Early Childhood Development Project attached to the school 
which is for children from 3 to 6 years, preparing 5 to 6 year olds for 
primary school. These children also receive porridge every morning and 
something before they go home. 

Through a donation, the Sisters in Zimbabwe had jerseys knitted for the 52 little children plus 50 for the poorest of the 
secondary school children. June and July are very cold months in Zimbabwe and many of the children have little in the 
way of clothing. They were delighted to have something new and warm. 

Janet Harris pbvm, Zimbabwe 

BENEDICERE 
May your home always be too  
small to hold all your friends.  

May your heart remain ever supple,  
fearless in the face of threat,  
jubilant in the grip of grace.  

May your hands remain open,  
caressing, never clinched,  
save to pound the doors  
of all who barter justice  
to the highest bidder.  

May your heroes be earthy,  
dusty-shoed and rumpled,  
hallowed but unhaloed,  
guiding you through seasons  
of tremor and travail, apprenticed  
to the godly art of giggling  
amid haggard news and  
portentous circumstance.  

May your hankering be  
in rhythm with heaven’s,  
whose covenant vows a dusty  
intersection with our own:  
when creation’s hope and history rhyme.  

May hosannas lilt from your lungs:  
God is not done;  
God is not yet done.  

Ken Sehested 

Nano 
sculpture at 
Ballygriffin 
(Photo by 
Rita Cusack 
pbvm) 
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THE SISTERS’ PLACE — A SAFE NIGHT SHELTER FOR HOMELESS WOMEN 

The refugee situation along the Thai-Burma border is 
being addressed by a multitude of NGOs under the 
auspices of UNHCR (United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees). 
Three years ago I was appointed 
consultant with COERR, the Thailand 
Catholic Office of Emergency Relief 
and Refugees. Throughout the year I 
visit each of the nine camps along 
the border to liaise with staff, but 
my main focus is the camps at BAN 
THAM HIN and BAN DON YANG 
which are accessible from 
Rathchaburi. These two are home to over fifteen thousand 
people, some of whom have been awaiting resettlement 
to a third country since these camps were established ten 
years ago. 

As co-ordinator I 
ensure the smooth 
running of the 
reconciliation 
programme “Healing 
of Memories” and 
support the staff 
who run the 
programmes. I love 
this work because it 

gives me a chance to help the people get whole again. It is 
a blessing for me to know they trust me with the retelling 

of their lives. The issue of displacement has 
been occurring for centuries and is 
especially traumatic for the Karen people 
as they continue their struggle to find a 
homeland. 

In my prayer and work I find myself uniting 
the people with Jesus who so often “had 
nowhere to lay His head”. As a Catholic – 
convert from Buddhism – in a Buddhist 
society I can identify with the struggle for 
acceptance. It is necessary that I avoid any 

political comment but rather my vision and emphasis is to 
enable the refugees to find inner peace and reconciliation. 

Cecilia Phetpanomporn pbvm, Western Australia 

The work of the Spirit never ceases to amaze me as I now 
find myself sharing a home at night with homeless 
women. 

The Sisters’ Place was established in 2007 by five local 
Congregations of women including Presentation Sisters. It 
is staffed by volunteers both religious and lay and manag-
ed by a salaried coordinator. The Sisters’ Place is set up to 
house women who are living on the streets. Overnight 
stay, shower, bed, clean clothes and rest are provided.   

All the work is carried out by women who volunteer their 
time – from picking up women from the streets of 
Fremantle, preparing and maintaining the house, settling 
the women at night, sleeping over and cleaning and doing 
the laundry. Maura and I do volunteer service a couple of 
nights a week.  

The Mission of The Sisters’ Place is to relieve suffering and 
bring hope and dignity to homeless women. It is my 
privilege to humbly spend time with these women and to 
be continually blessed by their kindness, grace and 
gratitude. 

Marion Beard pbvm, Western Australia 

HEALING OF MEMORIES 

Marion Beard pbvm  Maura O’Connell pbvm 



IPA at the United Nations 

I am grateful to have experienced this first month at the 
United Nations and at the IPA office. I am in awe with the 
spirit of earnest involvement of the religious women and 
men at the UN (Religious at the United Nations), called 
RUN. I am still a bit confused, as well as enthralled, about 
all of the commissions, task forces, and advocacy groups 
working to improve the policy statements of the United 
Nations, which in turn tend to influence the laws passed 
by the member states.  

1 November was a day dedicated to cooperatives in our 
contemporary world. I was amazed by the number and 
kinds of cooperatives in dozens of countries, especially 
the highly industrialized ones such as Japan and China. 
The presenters declared that cooperatives are the only 
hope for food and economic security in a world suffering 
from the worst economic predicament ever. Cooperatives 
are the answer, they avowed, to the huge financial crises 
occasioned by financial speculating and unfair profit seek-
ing. One representative of Myanmar spoke of the success-
ful farming cooperatives run by women in that country. 
Their success, he declared, is due as much to their 
transparency and spirit of solidarity, as it is to their steady 
hard work. I thought of the Guaraní women in Itika Guasu 
and their successful management of the common field. 

One of my involvements is 
with a task force on migration 
and refugees at the 
international level. Mr 
François Crépeau is the 
special rapporteur on the 
human rights of migrants. His 
first point to the general assembly was that “we are all 
migrants and that migration concerns all States”. His 
second point was that “migrants’ rights are human rights” 
and that “dignity has no nationality”. 

I was intrigued by some of the data that I recently 
discovered for a paper on women and girls: “Two-thirds of 
all countries have reached gender parity in primary 
education enrollments; while in over one-third girls 
significantly outnumber boys in secondary education.”  
Even in South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa, particularly 
West Africa, the gains have been significant. A surprising 
discovery is that more women than men now attend 
universities on a world-wide level. 

Thank you to all of you for the opportunity to represent 
you at the United Nations. 

Maura McCarthy pbvm, Bolivia 
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Whatever you can do, or dream you can do begin it. 
Boldness has genius, power and magic in it. (Goethe) 

We have arrived at a moment in the history of our universe 
where we must not only dream but design and deliver as 
well. If the passion of this new millennium doesn’t lead to 
immediate action our future is at risk. 

Some startling facts have emerged in the various 
conferences here in New York. If each person living in 
poverty on this planet had the same energy-rich lifestyle as 
the average person in Germany or the United Kingdom, 
four planets would be needed to safely cope with the 
pollution. That figure rises to nine planets when compared 
with the average of the United States or Canada. Some 
hopeful points have also emerged: 

* The remarkable growth in the use of information and 
communication technology across the globe has 
awakened humanity to plights hitherto unknown or 
ignored. By 2011 mobile cellular networks cover up to 
90% of the world’s population. Due to this giant step for 
humanity we are maximizing convergence of thought and 
action and cultivating our collective intelligence. 

* We acknowledge that gender equality and women’s 
empowerment are decisive for development. This 
equality is the cornerstone for environmental 

sustainability in rural and 
marginalized urban areas. 

* The Ratification of the 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child and the visibility 
of hidden issues is a major advancement for humanity. 

* Human and Earth Rights are a priority for all. 

* People living in poverty are not passive participants of 
first world charity but active participants in their own 
development.  

* Small agricultural cooperatives are a means to achieving 
food security for present and future generations and are 
crucial to reducing poverty and hunger especially if they 
are value-based and member-owned. 

I would like to explore in future papers the increasing 
awareness of the social policies that penalize, segregate, 
control and undermine Indigenous peoples in the world 
today while stressing the inherent and unbreakable link 
these cultures have enjoyed for centuries with our Earth 
Mother.  

Mary Ivers pbvm, Ecuador  



Page 5 

IPA at the United Nations (cont’d) 

SOCIAL PROTECTION FLOOR FOR A FAIR AND INCLUSIVE GLOBALISATION 
Social Protection for All 

In a meeting at the United Nations on 
27 October organized jointly by the 
General Assembly and the ECOSOC 
(Economic and Social Council), Ms 
Michele Bachelet, the former 
President of Chile and the Executive 
Director of UN Women, and Mr Juan 
Somavia, former Chile Ambassador to 
the UN and the Director General of 
International Labour Organization, 
were among the Panelists.  

On the launching of the report titled 
“Social protection floor for a fair and 
inclusive globalization” Ms Bachelet 
said access to social protection 
remained a privilege afforded to few 
people and pointed to existing 
inequality. She said that social 
protection for all was the essential 
missing piece in a fair and inclusive 
globalization. She stressed the need 
for political will particularly during 
this time of tough economic crisis 
and called for the adoption of social 
protection for all. For the full report 
and video on press conference, go to: 
www.unwomen.org/2011/10/social-
protection-floor-for-a-fair-and-
inclusive-globalization/ 

Referring to his visit to the “Occupy 
Wall Street” protest in downtown 
New York City, Mr Somavia said it 
had convinced him that the problem 
lay in the idea of banks that were 
“too big to fail” and people who were 
“too small to matter”. The financial 
economy had taken resources away 
from the real economy, he said, and 
the problem was that the financial 
system could not directly create jobs. 

The New York based NGOs on Social 

Development at the UN are taking 
concerted efforts to influence policies 
for the adoption of universal social 
protection. Among other strategies, 
one of them is to raise one million 
signatures for the campaign ‘Support 
the Social Protection Floor Initiative’. 
Please visit the web page: 

English: www.gopetition.com/
petitions/signature-campaign-social-
protection-floor.html    

Spanish: www.gopetition.com/
petitions/en-apoyo-del-piso-de-
protecci%C3%B3n-social.html 

IPA statement to ECOSOC calls on all 
the UN Member States to… 

¶ ensure the implementation of a 
Social Protection Floor Initiative 
tailored to national needs with 
specific focus on persons with 
disability, youth, aged and the 
families living in poverty. 

¶ assess all areas of social protection 
with a gender analysis while 
designing, implementing and 
evaluating social protection 
programs within a human rights 
framework. 

¶ invest domestically a minimum of 
4% GDP on the universal Social 
Protection Floor Initiative.  

¶ implement  fully the innovative 
sources of financing for 
development - Financial 
Transaction Tax, International 
Solidarity Levy on Airline Tickets, 
Combat Tax Havens and Capital 
Flight, Debt Swaps, Reduce Military 
Expenditures; use resources from 
innovative  financing mechanisms 
to support the UN Member States 

who lack  
sufficient 
revenue to 
manage 
universally the 
Social Protection 
Floor Initiative 
from domestic 
revenues. 

The Secretary 
General has stated, 
“Social protection 
floor for a fair and 
inclusive globalization is a crucial 
report that comes at a critical time. 
People everywhere are anxious about 
the future, frustrated about the 
economy, and upset with leaders. 
Achieving social protection for all is 
critical to building fairer, more 
inclusive and equitable societies.”  

A Plea! Thank you to all IPA People 
who have signed on to the campaign! 
We are far behind the target! Help us 
reach the one million by reaching out 
to Friends of Nano, co-workers, 
students and networks. Deadline to 
sign on is 31 December 2011. The 
campaign is also a means of creating 
awareness among millions. These 
signatures will be used as an 
advocacy tool in the coming days. 
Thank you and looking forward to 
your collaboration! 

“No one longs for what he or she already has, and yet the accumulated 
insight of those wise about the spiritual life suggests that the reason so many 
of us cannot see the red X that marks the spot is because we are standing on 
it… All we lack is the willingness to imagine that we already have everything 
we need. The only thing missing is our consent to be where we are.”  

Barbara Brown Taylor, An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith 

Fatima Rodrigo 
pbvm 

IPA NGO 
Representative 

at the UN 

It’s the little things citizens do. 
That’s what will make the 
difference. My little thing is 
planting trees.  

Wangari Maathai 

Have you checked out the 
new IPA website? Go to: 

internationalpresentation 
association.org 

You can even leave a 
comment on the Latest News! 

http://www.unwomen.org/2011/10/social-protection-floor-for-a-fair-and-inclusive-globalization/
http://www.unwomen.org/2011/10/social-protection-floor-for-a-fair-and-inclusive-globalization/
http://www.unwomen.org/2011/10/social-protection-floor-for-a-fair-and-inclusive-globalization/
http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/signature-campaign-social-protection-floor.html
http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/signature-campaign-social-protection-floor.html
http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/signature-campaign-social-protection-floor.html
http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/en-apoyo-del-piso-de-protecci%C3%B3n-social.html
http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/en-apoyo-del-piso-de-protecci%C3%B3n-social.html
http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/en-apoyo-del-piso-de-protecci%C3%B3n-social.html
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SHARING OUR STORIES (cont’d) 

VOICES OF THE PARTICIPANTS — FARMERS’ CONFERENCE ZAMBIA 

The conference (Limulunga 11-15 
September) was different from others, 
because the facilitators spoke less and 
the participants played an active role. 
The following topics were covered: 

¶ Herbal Vaseline – use of plants to 
cure body ailments 

¶ Compost preparation/wormiculture 
¶ Soap making 
¶ Local chicken keeping, feed 

preparation, control and treatment 
of diseases 

¶ Conservation farming – where we 
learnt... 
* to care for Mother Earth 
* the consequences of cutting 

down trees 
* that chemical fertilizer 

destroys our soil and water 
* how to change our living 

standards. 

We are proud of the knowledge that 
we have gained. We thank the 
facilitators and all the sisters 
who enabled us to attend the 
conference, we appreciate the 
welcome and care received from 
the sisters and staff from 
Limulunga Pastoral Centre. 
There were 31 participants from 
6 different towns. 

Inez Fernandez pbvm, Zambia 

The participants were from: 
Kabanga - 3 
Kalabo - 2 
Kaoma - 8 
Lukulu - 8 
Mongu - 12 
Namasekende - 2 

I visited Pakistan in July 2011 and gave two directed 
retreats and many other interviews for spiritual direction 
as well as working with the candidates and novices.  

My experience over four and a half weeks was limited but 
enlarged by the stories and sharing of the Sisters as they 
allowed me deeply into their spiritual, congregational and 
missionary lives.  

There was the heat, 
humidity, lack of running 
water, lack of electricity, 
food that I found strange, 
all taking me out of my 
comfort zone. There was 
the ever-present 
umbrella of call to prayer 
which I’ve come to love. 
There was the noticeable 
absence of women in the 
workplace – no woman working in any shop, no woman 
driving that I saw. Big men embraced with affection and 
freedom, linking arms or hands as they walked. Beautiful 
women –  both in the full black burqua or in colourful 
flowing shalwar and chemise – were very feminine and 
graceful. Streets teeming with noise and people, with half-
starved dogs and horses and goats and cows, with balding 
roosters, multi-colored trucks and little buses bulging with 
men hanging on to sides and roofs. The noise and smells 
and teeming humanity have to be experienced to be 

believed, but it is the people and their eyes that remain 
with me. Beautiful faces, wizened old faces, peaceful 
faces, happy faces, and the stern, blank faces of the ever 
present army personnel with their loaded guns. I felt so 
confronted and scared by the eyes of the poor.   

Little boys as young as five or six with sacks on their backs, 
scavenging open drains to salvage 
anything that they could sell. 
Begging boys and little girls, filthy 
but with beautiful eyes trained to 
wheedle and melt your heart; 
hopeless, haunted and bloodshot 
eyes of old men pushing five or six 
big Pakistani women and men up 
the hills in a sort of rickshaw. Then 
there were the men with grotesque 
bodily injuries, letting the horror of 
ulcerated wounds and deformities 

mutely ask for help. There are so many of them.  

Despite all of this, it is the little children who don’t beg but 
go around the filthy drains and refuse with their sacks that 
scream at me: Educate me! Give me a chance at life! Our 
lives, my life is so different, so very privileged. I hope my 
“unrest” doesn’t ease and settle back to seeing these 
people with detachment as though they don’t experience 
pain as I do, but are people like me in every way but have 
so little of what I enjoy. 

Paula Quinn pbvm, Western Australia  
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Over the September break, four teachers and ten 
students from St Rita’s College, Clayfield embraced the 
opportunity to immerse themselves in the paradox that is 
India. From the magnificence of the Taj Mahal to the 
devastatingly poor slums and villages, India presented us 
with many challenges, experiences we struggled to com-
prehend, and ultimately, refreshed our outlook on life. 

We embraced twelve days of sightseeing, the spiciest of 
spices, bindis, saris, visits to Presentation schools and 
outreach to the poor. We journeyed from New Delhi – 
home to 20 million people – to the agricultural heart of 
Agra, and finally to Chennai, the “smaller” city of 7.5 
million people.  

The legacy of Nano Nagle was clearly evident in the 
schools we visited and we learnt to appreciate the rich 
tradition of the Presentation Order of which we are a part. 
We were inspired by the work of the Presentation sisters 
and young aspirants working to provide equal access to 
education for the children of India. They embraced the 
true meaning of the three pillars of our school – simplicity, 
hospitality and compassion.   

While none deny the wonders of the colours of India, the 
silk and the culture, it was the faces of the children and 
the people we met that we will carry with us forever.  

India gets inside of you and totally reshapes your 
understanding of life. Those eyes beg you to 
reconsider your perspective. Self-importance is 
obliterated. They pull you down to earth. You cry at 
the injustice that these children face daily. 

Holding hands with a severely disabled boy on the streets, 
planting Australiana stickers on the shirts of ecstatic 

children and watching an elderly woman slowly weave 
flowers into a garland for much needed income, I realise 
that we live different lives. But if India taught me one 
thing, it was that we have a responsibility to help improve 
the lives of others, even if only in a small way.  

Our visit to the villages has given our school community a 
new goal: to help raise money for a school bus for seventy 
children from twelve different villages. By being 
transported to school, these children will be given the gift 
of education, an opportunity to lift themselves out of the 
destitution that they now experience. This is achievable 
and, realistically, it requires only a small sacrifice.  

As our trusty guide explained, “India is not a holiday. It is 
an experience.” Poverty made personalised is certainly an 
experience we will never forget. For anyone wanting to 
make a change for the better, an immersion to India is for 
you; it’s a trip of a lifetime. 

Annabelle Hughes and Lauren Cawley 
Year 12, St Rita’s College, Clayfield, Queensland 

A JOURNEY THROUGH THE PRESENTATION STORY IN INDIA 

The “International Day of Peace” on September 21 became a day of inter-denominational sharing when individuals 
from nine different faith perspectives within the Fargo-Moorhead community, gleaned “peace passages” from their 
sacred texts. Religions represented in these 2 to 3 minute public readings were: Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish, Islamic, 
Christian, Baha’i, and Unitarian Universalist. Quotations from the Native American perspective and from Mahatma 
Gandhi were also read. Music was almost as varied as the 
religions. Voices harmonized to sing of peace along 
with accompaniment from piano, violin, viola and drum. 

Following the reflective portion, attendants were invited to 
enjoy refreshments and conversation. Sponsors for the event 
were the Baha’i Community, Presentation Sisters, Center for 
Interfaith Projects and the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Fargo-Moorhead where the event was held. 

Maris Stella Korb pbvm, Fargo 

LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH 



I was delighted to have the opport-
unity to take part in the 2011 Human 
Rights Conference held in Brisbane. 
Delegates came from several countries 
in the Asia-Pacific region, including 
New Zealand Presentations Regina 
Daly and Noreen McGrath. 

During the plenary sessions excellent 
speakers shared with us the wisdom 
of their research and experience: 

Les Malezer, co-chair of the National 
Congress of Australia’s First Peoples, 
also played a significant role in the 
development of the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Both 
globally and in Australia there is still a 
long journey before the Indigenous 
peoples are accepted as peoples and 

are free from discrimination, with the 
right to identity, 
culture, territory 
and forms of 
governance. 

Julian Burnside, 
barrister, works in 
commercial law; 
since the 1990s he 
has also 
undertaken pro bono work on a range 
of human rights issues. His legal 
expertise, coupled with his personal 
knowledge of many asylum seekers, 
was evident in the inform-ation and 
proposals he shared in his comments 
on the Australian attitude to human 
rights and the inappropriate rationale 
behind the formation of some 
Government policies.  

Each day the organisers offered all the 
participants an opportunity to take 
some specific action for human rights. 
On the second day we were invited to 

go into the city streets to collect 
signatures asking the 
Government to alter the 
policy of mandatory 
detention and off-shore 
processing of asylum 
seekers. Regina and I 
shared an interesting walk, 
receiving a variety of 
responses and engaging in 
lively conversation with 

some of the people. 

I wasn’t aware that 70% of the world’s 
Indigenous people live in the Asia-
Pacific region. These people, and 
especially the women, face even more 
critical conditions than occur in 
Australia. In the face of all this, I found 
a lantern of hope in the many young 
people at the Conference who are 
creative and passionate in their work 
for human rights. 

Peta Anne Molloy pbvm, Queensland 

2011 HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE, BRISBANE 
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TRINITY CATHOLIC COLLEGE LISMORE 2011 
“LIGHTING A CANDLE” DINNER  FUNDRAISER FOR 

THE HAMLIN FISTULA FOUNDATION 
The Second Bi-Annual Dinner and 
Fundraiser in aid of the Catherine Hamlin 
Fistula Foundation was held in June. 
Organised and hosted by eight young 
women, Year 12 students at Trinity 
Catholic College and St John’s College 
Woodlawn (Lismore), the night was an 
outstanding social and financial success. 
With over 150 people in attendance and 
over $6,000 raised for the cause, the girls 
can be justifiably proud of their efforts. 
Amidst study and other work 
commitments they spent many hours 
planning, seeking sponsor-ship and 
advertising about the night.  

Inspired by Vicki Evans, their teacher at 
Trinity, and supported by Kim Evans, 
Deputy Principal at Woodlawn, the girls 
proved their awareness of and 
compassion for the young women of 
Ethiopia who seek help from the Addis 
Ababa Fistula Hospital. Proceeds will help 
to support these young women, around 

the same age as the students, to 
overcome the stigma and tragedy of 
obstetric fistula and stillbirth and gain 
hope for a brighter future. Catherine 
Hamlin’s niece from Brisbane was a special 
guest for the evening and gave a first-hand 
account with slides and valuable 
information of the work of her aunt in 
Addis Ababa. A training programme to 
have midwives in all villages is also an 
initiative of the Hamlin Fistula Foundation.  

This group of young women was also 
recognised for their outstanding efforts at 
the recent “Kids in Community” awards 
night and won their section, “Young 
People Supporting Youth”. These young 
women are leading the way by example, 
shining lights in our community, especially 
for the cause of women. Both Colleges are 
very proud of them! 

Mary Bruggy pbvm, Lismore 

Pictured above are Trinity Year 12 students: 
Shannon, Alex, Olivia, Innez and Sarah 
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